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SERMON OUTLINE. 
Acts 2 =42 : 

"And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the 
breaking of bread and the prayers." 

Acts 6:3: 

"Look ye out theretore, brethren, from among you seven men of good report, full 
of the spirit of wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business." 

Subject : The Function of the Church as an Association 
of Christians. 

These scriptures give us a comprehensive view of the spiritual char- 
acter and social activity of the apostolic church. They record (1) 
its teaching, (2) its fellowship, (3) its breaking of bread, and prayers, 
and (4) its administration of benevolence. 

There is here indicated a fourfold function, which may well be an 
example and a model, in a general way, for the corporate mission of 
the church in all time. Arranging the order in logical sequence, we 
have as the fourfold function of the church : 

I. Worship. — The breaking of bread, and prayers, indicate, in part, 
the devotional service of the early church. The life of the church must 
always begin with worship — "the practice of the presence of God" — 
in the name and in the spirit of Christ. 

II. Fellowship. — The brotherliness and the esprit de corps of its 
devotion made the apostolic church a model of fraternity and equality. 
It was the family function which must ever characterize all true church 
life. But this is not the genius of a cloistered club ; it is rather the 
nucleating force of an expanding social circle. 

III. Teachership. — The " apostles' teaching " was the prophetic func- 
tion of the early church. The church stood then, and must always 
stand, for the teaching of the gospel of Jesus, and for instruction in the 
principles of all righteousness, individual and social. The demand is 
always for an "educational church." 

IV. Stewardship. — The early church organized itself for the admin- 
istration of helpfulness. Certain great missionary and "institutional" 
services must ever engage the thoughtfulness and zeal of the church 
that seeks to be the "body of Christ," carrying his love to the world. 

The standard of church membership should never fall below the 
apostolic simplicity and comprehensiveness ; and a pure, devotional, 

339 



340 THE BIBLICAL WORLD 

fraternal, educational, and benevolent discipleship should go before all 
consideration of creeds and ceremonies. 

CRITICISM. 

This plan is to be commended for the varied material which it contains. 
Every one of its four chief divisions is weighty, and every one is clearly dis- 
tinguished from the others, so that the sermon grows in interest as it proceeds. 
Yet it is not without faults. 

" One of these arises from the effort of the preacher to build his four points 
into a symmetrical structure, to secure unity. He seeks to do this in two 
ways: First, he announces that he is going to discuss "the function of the 
church as an association of Christians," and this use of the singular leads us 
to expect that only one function will be presented. A little later he tells us 
that the function to be considered is a " fourfold function." This strong 
assertion of unity would be well only if it were justified by what follows. 

I must, therefore, examine the second method of securing unity. It is the 
rearrangement, the inversion, of the clauses of the first of the two texts, so as 
to cast them into what the writer calls "a logical order." If this new arrange- 
ment secured an order in which the first point led obviously to the second, 
and the second to the third, unity would be favored by it. But this does not 
seem to me to be the case. On the contrary, the unaltered order of the text 
seems to me more logical than the altered, since "the apostles' teaching," 
which it places first, was the authoritative source of the fellowship, the break- 
ing of bread, and the public prayers. 

The order of a text should never be changed without a cogent reason, 
which does not exist here. This effort to secure unity by reversing the order 
of the text is not successful, and hence the strong assertion of unity in the 
announcement of the subject, and in the introduction, fails of any effect. The 
hearer comes to the conclusion, as the sermon closes, that he has been led to 
consider four functions, and not simply one. 

In any case there is no need of these expedients to secure unity. It would 
be secured if the closing remarks should remind the hearer that all these four 
functions belong necessarily to the church. They would be brought together, 
thus, as essential to our conception of the church. 

But perhaps the greatest fault of this plan is found in the closing state- 
ment that the four functions of the church " should go before all considerations 
of creeds and ceremonies." But " the breaking of bread" mentioned in the 
first text is a ceremony, and ought to have been presented as such in the ser- 
mon. Moreover, the very verse from which this text is taken assures us that 
only those were embraced in the church who "received the word" spoken by 
Peter, and "were baptized." That is, they first accepted the essential creed 
of Christendom and observed the initiatory ceremony of Christendom, and 
then went on to perform these four functions of a Christian church. 

Franklin Johnson. 

The University of Chicago. 



